
 

That Bible traveled 
around the world to 
heads of state and kings.  
Then at the General 
Conference meeting the 
Bible made its symbolic 
trip again as the heads of 
our division stood across 
the stage and it was 
passed from nation to 
nation.   
We still need to be the 

people of the Book!    

While many of our meet-
ings focused on the busi-
ness of the church, 
group prayer held a cen-
tral part.  Every new turn 
in agenda was bathed in 
prayer.   

Practically, we recommit-
ted that we as a people 
stand as vessels for the 
filling of God through the 
Holy Spirit, and our 
prayers focused on that 
truth.  

For me the personal tes-
timonies and the heart- 
felt music were some of 
the most significant spiri-
tual experiences while at 
General Conference. 
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growth around the world 
gave me renewed joy in 
the forward movement of 
the church.   

I was also impressed 
with the fact that while 
North America still pro-
vides the lion’s share of 
financing, the percentage 
of monies given world 
wide has greatly in-
creased. 

 

 

 

Spiritual Tone: 

One means for empha-
sizing God’s written 
Word came in the pro-
duction of a large Bible 
with each of the books of 
the Bible printed in a dif-
ferent language.   

From Pastor Jim’s Desk: Thoughts From General Conference—2010 

Worldwide 

Movement: 

Our presence impacted 
the city of Atlanta, which 
had banners in the street 
and businesses had our 
signs in their stores. 
Even food courts in the 
nearby malls had special 
vegetarian offerings for 
us as their guests.  

Sitting in a stadium with 
71,000 other Seventh-
day Adventists from 
around the world is an 
exciting experience.  It 
reminded me that we sel-
dom get a taste of the 
fact that we are a de-
nomination of almost 17 
million people. 

During the entire two 
weeks, with division re-
ports, multiple lan-
guages, and an ongoing 
parade of nations in cos-
tume, I became increas-
ingly aware that we here 
in the North American 
Division make up a small 
part of that body, actually 
only about 7% of the 
worldwide church.  

I so easily think of the 
needs here in the United 
States and forget about 
the needs worldwide.  

Much of the reporting on 

Inside this issue: 
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almost 17 million peo-
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The lifting up of 
God’s Word set the 

tone. 



 

 

FAMILY NEWS 

Page 2 

Agenda items for busi-
ness to be considered by 
the some 2,410 dele-
gates included:   
nominating committee, 
constitution and bylaws, 
and revision for the 
Church Manual.   

While all of the offices 
are important, this is a 
herculean task that we 
need to bathe in prayer. 
Elder Wilson is no 
stranger to the job as he 
is the son of Neal Wil-
son, a  former General 
Conference president.  
He replaces Elder Jan 
Paulsen, who retired. 

The North American 
Division president Dan 
Jackson, a 61-year-old 
previous president of the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
church in Canada, was 
elected on Monday of the 
session.   

I felt that his humility and 
dependence on God 
showed through in his 
address to us.  

God has placed our divi-
sion in good hands. 

Continued from page 1 The ordination of dea-
conesses also gave rise 
to a discussion on the 
ordination of women as 
pastors, even though the 
manual committee did 
not intend the ordination 
of women pastors to be 
the topic. The ordination 
of deaconesses passed, 
while the wording for di-
visions was left ambigu-
ous enough to take into 
consideration issues in 
the world church.   

The whole issue of ordi-
nation was referred back  
to be studied by the Bibli-
cal Research committee 
and a report brought 
back to the next General 
Conference Committee.  

Significant language was 
added to the manual to 
protect children from 
abuse and to clarify our 
stand on marriage being 
between a man and a 
woman.  

Again and again the 
focus came to us con-

cerning our priorities.  

 

 

Thoughts From General Conference—2010 

I especially noticed that 
even the youth leaders for 
the General Conference 
and divisions were gener-
ally closer to retirement 
than college.   

 

We took action on confir-
mation of several of our 
beliefs. 

Maybe most significant in 
light of recent discussions 
with some of our institu-
tions was the reaffirma-
tion of our stand on 
Genesis 1-11 on Crea-
tion.  

Other votes that I thought 
were significant included: 
the call to personal spiri-
tual commitment to daily 
Bible reading and prayer, 
and a clarification regard-
ing the ordination of dea-
conesses.   

 

 

 

 

The  King’s  

Business: 

Elder Ted Wilson was 

chosen as the new 

president of the world 

church. 

The delegates contin-
ued to urge that for 
highest leadership we 
need ethnic diversity 
and a greater repre-
sentation from 

women and youth.  

We reaffirmed our be-
lief by vote in the lit-
eral account of God 
creating our world in 
six 24 hour periods, 
and not in theistic 

evolution.   

The greatest business 
came in the form of a 
clarion call to be 
about the mission of 
bringing people into a 
saving relationship 

with Jesus.  

I felt humbled as I 
recognized how 
much members 
from other coun-
tries give of them-
selves for this  
mission.   

I sometimes think 
of us sending the 
missionaries, but 
clearly many of 
them live as mis-
sionaries among 
their own people.  

I left General Con-
ference committed  
to make this our 
mission. 
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Church Campout—August 20-22, Reserve Your Campsite NOW! 

WHERE? 

   Three Island  

    State Park 

—located off I-84 at 

Glenn’s Ferry 

—a full-service park 

with lots of shade and 

amenities, including 

cabins for rent as well 

as tent and RV sites 

—we are planning to 

camp in the Trailside 

Lower Loop. 

—A group site has 

been reserved for ac-

tivities such as church 

and meals together. 

—Those not wishing to 

stay overnight are en-

couraged to drive to 

the park to spend Sab-

bath with the group.    

Reservations can be made online at 

parksandrecreation.idaho.gov.  

or by calling 1-888-922-6743  If you have a licensed RV, 

register by phone and have your license number ready.  You will save 

the $10 reservation fee. 

Contact: 

 

Wayne or  

Barbara Herbel at 

       454-8919 

with any questions. 

The Oregon Trail in Idaho  

Oregon Trail pioneers knew this spot well. It was one of the most famous river crossings on the historic trail.  

The trail played a significant role in the exploration and settlement of western America. The original course of the Oregon Trail 

was from Independence, Missouri, to Oregon City in Oregon's Willamette Valley. Most pioneers traveled the trail from 1841 

through 1848. However, fur trappers and explorers used the travel corridor as early as 1811. By the mid-1860s, the trail was 

used little as an emigration route. 

The Oregon Trail entered Idaho in the southeast corner of the state. At Fort Hall, it joined the Snake River, following the south 

bank until this crossing was reached near Glenns Ferry. The route left Idaho near the site of old Fort Boise, near Parma, after 

winding through 500 miles of the state. 

A Risky River Crossing 

Upon reaching the Three Island ford, the emigrants had a difficult decision to make. Should they risk the danger-

ous crossing of the Snake, or endure the dry, rocky route along the south bank of the river? About half of the emi-

grants chose to attempt the crossing by using the gravel bars that extended across the river. Not all were success-

ful; many casualties are recounted in pioneer diaries. The rewards of a successful crossing were a shorter route, 

more potable water and better feed for the stock.  The Three Island ford was used by pioneer travelers until 1869, 

when Gus Glenn constructed a ferry about two miles upstream. 

 

Modern travelers will find a stay at Three Island Crossing much more hospitable than did the pioneers. Located 

just off Interstate 84 at the Glenns Ferry exit, the park offers a full-service campground, cabins, picnic areas, his-

torical interpretive programs and a fascinating admission-free interpretive center. You can take the self-guided 

tour, see the replica wagons and dangle your feet in the Snake River where emigrants made their historic cross-

ings.                                                                                               —taken from Idaho Parks and Recreation web 
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Education:  Preparing For Life 

The following are young people known to our church family, who also reached educational mile-

stones in 2010.  Some are members here, others have been members, and still others have grand-

parents or other family who are members of the Caldwell Seventh-day Adventist Church.  To each 

of the graduates and to their families, we offer congratulations and God-speed as they continue 

life’s journey. 

 

Degree:  BS, Biology 

He graduated magna cum 

laude.  

Steve is spending the 

summer working at Big 

Lake Youth Camp in Ore-

gon.   

Before going on for his 

masters degree, he hopes 

to have an internship in 

biology research. 

Parents:  Pastor John and 

Joan Bryson 

In May, Kathy completed 

her degree in visual arts 

with an emphasis in pho-

tography and a minor in 

art history. 

Kathy Casebolt 

Boise State University 

Steve Bryson 

Walla Walla University 

Now she is busy looking 

for a position.  She would 

enjoy teaching. 

Susan Michel Griffin 

Walla Walla University 

Susan lives in Pendleton, 

Oregon, with her hus-

band, Travis.  She just 

completed her degree in 

business and has an   

internship with a business 

in Pendleton. 

Parents:  Larry and 

Donna Michel 

Kalene  Harlan 

Walla Walla University 

Along with working nights 

fulltime as an assistant to 

the Walmart assistant 

manager, Kalene just 

completed her BA in So-

cial Work. 

With the regular cap and 

gown, she proudly wore a 

National Honor Society 

sash. 

After taking a summer 

breather from school, she 

will begin the masters in 

social work program this 

fall. 

Ryan Herbel 

Walla Walla Community  College 

Ryan is well-known to 

many of our church fam-

ily.  His family were mem-

bers here for many years.  

During that time, Ryan 

attended CAES and 

GSAA. 

He attended WWU for 

one year and then trans-

ferred to Walla Walla 

Community College 

where he just completed 

an associate degree in 

John Deere mechanics.  

June 20, he married Arla 

Leary from Cove, Oregon. 

They are making their 

home in Chowchilla, CA. 

Ryan is employed at the 

John Deere dealership in 

Merced, CA. 

Parents:  Gene and Bonnie 

Herbel of Chowchilla. 

Grandmother:  Pat Herbel 

Grandfather:  Dave Wick-

ward 

Uncle and Aunt:  Wayne 

and Barbara Herbel 

Aunt and Uncle:  DJ and 

Calvin Tabor 

Todd Jarnes 

Andrews University 

Todd just completed his 

second degree at An-

drews.  In 2000 he gradu-

ated with a degree in 

communication; this May 

he completed a BS in 

nursing (BSN). 

For the past two years, 

he has worked as a  

Certified Nursing Tech 

in the emergency  

department at the  

hospital in St. Joseph,  

Michigan. 

He plans to continue  

in this field of nursing. 

Parents:  David and 

Jeanne Jarnes 
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Degree:  BS, Biology 

Honors:  Scholarships from 

WWU for academic excel-

lence. 

The past three summers 

she worked for a veterinar-

ian beginning as a volun-

teer and quickly progress-

ing to a hired position. 

Since she was three years 

old, she has wanted to be a 

veterinarian.  She will be 

taking some additional 

courses to prep for veteri-

nary school and hopes to 

enter Pullman Veterinary 

College next year. 

Grandparents:  Dick and 

Peggy Callis 

Nicholas’s passion is com-

puter science.  He will be 

entering Walla Walla Uni-

versity this fall to continue 

his studies in this field. 

The past two summers and 

this school year, he was 

invited to work for a com-

puter company developing 

and writing computer pro-

grams. This summer he 

was invited by a second 

company to develop and 

write a computer game. 

Grandparents:  Dick and 

Peggy Callis 

Education:  Preparing For Life, continued 

Lindsay Meharry 

Walla Walla University 

Nicholas Meharry 

Walla Walla Valley Academy 

Meet New Family—Sheri Smith 

Sheri Smith is really not 

new to our church family, 

but if you haven’t visited 

with her, it is unlikely that 

you have any idea of what 

lurks behind those spar-

kling brown eyes and 

friendly smile. She was 

baptized in February of this 

year but her journey toward 

membership began about a 

year ago.   

Born in New Mexico, she 

grew up in Texas and Ari-

zona.  Landing in Washing-

ton, DC, as an ―army brat,‖ 

she loved the history con-

centrated in our nation’s 

capitol.  Another love came 

into her life while there.  A 

young man from Marsing 

captured her heart and 

brought her home to the 

Treasure Valley as his 

bride. As a stay-at-home 

Mom, she enjoyed her 

daughter and son and any 

animal – wild, stray, hurt or 

otherwise.   

When the marriage floun-

dered she went back to 

school, got her teaching 

credentials and taught at 

the elementary level for 

three years. Needed at 

home by her son, she 

taught part-time at Treas-

ure Valley Community Col-

lege and worked in a book-

store until it closed.  Her 

next career required more 

schooling and soon she 

was managing optical 

shops in Ontario and Baker 

City. 

Enter Steve Smith, son of 

our own Wilma.  Steve 

worked for an ophthalmolo-

gist in the same building in 

Ontario as Sheri.  Friend-

ship and mutual respect 

blossomed into love and 

marriage three years ago.  

Sheri joined Steve in his 

desire to see the country 

and they have been in 47 

states and most of Canada 

in the big rig.  Sheri’s stint 

as team driver got inter-

rupted by two major back 

surgeries.  Although the 

pain isn’t over, God contin-

ues to work for good 

through circumstances.  

Wilma welcomed Sheri into 

her home to convalesce 

after surgery.  They 

watched 3ABN and Sheri 

started attending church.  

One of her first Sabbaths, 

she was really touched by 

participating in the ordi-

nance of humility (foot 

washing) prior to commun-

ion.  Ron Clouzet’s arche-

ology and prophecy semi-

nars strengthened her faith 

and commitment. 

Life is full:  rehab for the 

continuing back issues, 

time with grandchildren 

(both her daughter and 

daughter-in-law live in the 

area), enjoying her relation-

ship with Wilma, loneliness 

for Steve while he is gone, 

concern for her son in Af-

ghanistan, and earnest 

prayer for decisions that 

must be made regarding 

future schooling and em-

ployment for Steve. He has 

seen enough country and is 

anxious to join Sheri in wor-

shiping on Sabbath.   

Keep Sheri and Steve on 

your active prayer list and 

introduce yourself if you 

haven’t.  You will be glad 

you met this special couple. 

            —Marie Stratton 
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Meet The Family:  Loida and Carlos Morales 

Carlos was born into a 

Catholic family.  He was the 

fifth of nine, eight of them 

boys.  At an early age he 

wanted his independence, so 

he quit school and went to 

work.   

At age 13, he got a job in a 

winery where the boss offered 

him all he wanted to drink at 

no charge.  He accepted the 

offer and also began smoking 

up to four packs of cigarettes 

in a few hours.  These habits 

continued for three years.  His 

parents set a 9 o'clock curfew 

as they wanted their children 

to lead pure lives.  To deceive 

them of his habits, he'd peel 

an orange and use the citrus 

aroma to cover the cigarette 

smell. 

Carlos’s mother and one 

brother chose to be baptized 

as Seventh-day Adventists.  

One day she left an evangelis-

tic brochure on the table.  A 

few days later,  a brother sug-

gested that he, Carlos and 

another brother check it out. 

They did and continued to 

attend, culminating in baptism.  

Carlos’s addictive habits dis-

appeared like miracles.   

Though  uneducated, the pas-

tor recommended Carlos for a 

job at the Adventist Book Cen-

ter (ABC) at age 17.  He and 

his brothers "set the church on 

fire" by holding meetings  and 

starting an anti-drug radio 

broadcast, giving the Holy 

Spirit all the credit.  

One day the mission president 

approached Carlos from be-

hind, placed his hands on his 

shoulders and ―commissioned‖ 

him. Besides his regular job to 

pastor a 150 member church, 

he was to hold two evangelis-

tic efforts a year.  He was so 

shy at first that when he took 

the missionary report, he 

couldn't raise his head to 

count, he just perspired, 

guessed and wrote down a 

number. 

While pastoring and working, 

he attended a government 

school at night for more busi-

ness training.  The tests were 

administered Friday nights.  

While some Seventh-day Ad-

ventist students weakened, he 

didn't.  With only one chance 

left, his professor secretly set 

up a test time on Tuesday 

evening for Carlos.  God does 

honor faithfulness. 

Loida was born in Nicara-

gua, the second of two girls.  

After university graduation in 

Costa Rica, she went to the 

Central American mission 

headquarters to be a secre-

tary.   It was there that she met 

Carlos at church. He was now 

22.  Three years later they 

were married.   

Time was spent in Costa Rica 

where Carlos took theology 

and more business  training. 

Later they lived in Honduras 

as well as in Guatemala.  Over 

the years, Loida has been an 

accomplished secretary and 

teacher.  Carlos has been a 

mission and academy treas-

urer, an ABC manager, a pas-

tor and a teacher.  During the 

early years, son Carlos was 

born, next George, then Belia. 

In 1979, the family moved to 

the United States without any 

of the five knowing English.  

Carlos was hired at Pacific 

Press at Mt. View in charge of 

finance.  It helped that his 

boss was bi-lingual and that 

numbers are the same in 

Spanish and English.  Loida 

worked in the Spanish market-

ing department.  In July 1984, 

the family moved north with 

Pacific Press.  Finances were 

tight with three growing chil-

dren in church school.  A se-

ries of miracles followed.  

Their van got 15 mpg.  One 

day they saw 

a small car 

on a lot with 

a sign that 

said 45 mpg. 

While just 

taking a look, 

a persistent 

salesman 

arrived.  Car-

los had no 

money and 

kept saying 

so.  The salesman was so 

insistent they ended up with 

the car with nothing down and 

low  monthly payments.  

They believe in Christian edu-

cation 150% and have calcu-

lated they've paid for seven 

years at CAES, 12 years at 

GSAA and 18 years between 

Walla Walla and Loma Linda.  

Son Carlos is now a dentist, 

George is an electrical engi-

neer, and Belia is  R.N. with a 

Master’s in Public Health.  

There were some scholarships 

and loans only for the ad-

vanced studies.   

A year after the denomina-

tional school subsidy began 

being taxed, they needed 

$800.00 which they didn't have 

for the taxes.  Loida began 

preparing lunch twice a week 

at the Press for 30 to 40 peo-

ple and 50 to 60 for special 

events.  She says each time 

she shopped for these meals, 

she'd find just what she 

needed on sale.  They feel 

their sacrifice has been worth 

it.    

Retirement came for Loida 

after 43 years and for Carlos 

after 49 years.  Carlos began 

marathon running but col-

lapsed after half a marathon 

near Seattle.  Since 2006, he's 

had chemotherapy and radia-

tion twice for non-Hodgkins 

lymphoma.  Then West Nile 

attacked but left no side ef-

fects.  Next was shingles.  

None of this stopped Carlos 

from prison ministries every 

Sabbath afternoon in the On-

tario, Oregon, area. 

Loida is most proud of her life 

and work for all these years.  

Carlos is most proud of ac-

cepting Jesus when young and 

experiencing a life filled with 

miracles.     

                      —Thelma Rice 
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Meet The Family:  Priscilla and Charles Couch 

If we had a beard growing 

contest, Charles Couch 
would win the prize for hav-

ing the longest.  A lifetime 

Seventh-day Adventist, he 

can reflect back to his Lu-

theran grandmother who 

compared some books to 

the Bible and found new 

truth.  She went on to rear 

10 girls and one boy who 

all remained church mem-

bers.   

One of those girls, Buella, 

married an inactive Pente-

costal.  He sometimes at-

tended church with Buella 

and their eight children.  Six 

of the eight children were 

born in Missouri.  Charles 

was number five; he and 

one sister are the only liv-

ing siblings. 

The family lived in Missouri 

and Arkansas where their 

father share cropped and 

broke mules.  When his 

father was called to serve 

in World War II, it was dis-

covered that he had tuber-

culosis.  Charles was only 

16 when his father died. 

Charles served for three 

years during the Korean 

conflict.  Most of that time, 

he was stationed in Ger-

many.  When he returned 

home, he married a lady 

who had been baptized.  

Unfortunately, she became 

discouraged and left 

Charles with four children 

to rear. 

Fast forward to 2010.  

Charles and Priscilla, his 

wife of 20 years, live in a 

house that has had to grow 

and grow.  Starting with two 

bedrooms, it has gone out 

and up to 6 bedrooms but 

still only has one bathroom.  

Charles says he can sup-

port his ―family‖ of a dozen 

or so only with God’s help. 

The residents of this busy 

home are of varying ages 

and not all are genetically 

related.  Several of the chil-

dren and their friends at-

tend Sabbath School and 

church frequently with 

Charles while Priscilla 

takes the shift at home with 

the ill and disabled. 

He praises God for mira-

cles during health emer-

gencies and when two an-

gles intervened during a 

truck accident.  Charles 

spent 35 years as a long-

haul trucker across the 

United States and Canada.  

In addition to training driv-

ers,  his counseling helped 

to save several marriages.  

In his travels, he visited  

many churches and always 

found them friendly.   

Priscilla was born in 

Idaho in 1951.  Her father 

was a farmer who some-

times took her and her little 

brother to work with him.  

Her saddest memory is los-

ing her oldest brother to 

leukemia.   

She married a Viet Nam 

serviceman at 16.  When 

he died of cancer, she be-

came a single mom with 

three children to rear.  

Work as a cushion maker, 

a trucker, and even a 

welder helped to provide 

the family with funds while 

living in Indiana. 

In 1979, they moved back 

to Idaho so Priscilla could 

help her mother.  She also 

worked at a gas station— 

one of the many Stinker 

stations that existed then. 

For many years, Priscilla 

had been friends with 

Charles’s sister Della but  

she didn’t meet him until 

1990.  They married in 

1991 and attended evan-

gelistic meetings, resulting 

in her baptism.   

She and Charles became a 

team, caring for family 

members and others.  They 

garden and can many fruits 

and vegetables.  Much of 

the produce is shared with 

others but they never feel a 

lack; a fact they attribute to 

God’s blessings.  Priscilla’s 

greatest dream is for a  

larger home in the country.  

God knows that dream. 

                   —Thelma Rice 
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Our purpose at the Caldwell SDA Church: 

to help people in their next step with Jesus 

We desire  
 —to KNOW Him 
 —to GROW to be like Him 
 —to FOLLOW Him in surrender of our lives for 
others          
— to SHOW Him to others in the way we live 

All are welcome 

 to  join us  

in worship  

and in fellowship!   

Classes for study:  
    birth through adult     Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship hour                Saturday, 10:50 a.m. 

Special groups for fellowship and service: 

   Young at Heart—70ish and above    

   The Journey—young adults ages 20ish to 40ish 

   Youth Rising Up—ages 14-20 

   Caldwell Flames (a scouting-type program)—ages 4-16

   General church potlucks and socials 

   Women’s Ministries 

   Men’s Ministries 

   Community Service 
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