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M\ young adult
community, |

opened a Facebook account.

| previously
had a
MySpace
page but to
~ build a

Facebook has been such a
surprise. It was initially my
goal to use it for ministry com-
munication and to keep con-
tact with friends in my current
life.

Suddenly people began con-
tacting me from years ago. |
enjoyed catching up with them
on the initial contacts. Seeing
their pictures helped me con-
nect with what had happened
in their lives during the com-
munication blackout. Many of
them comment
on my change in
hairstyle. | try to
avoid retaliating
with comments
of gained weight
or silver
feet.

hair

For those of you who do not
know, once you tag someone
as a friend you receive their
ongoing updates. | love seeing
new pictures. The comments
range from what a friend might
have eaten that day to what
video games they are playing.

Youth use Facebook to keep
up with social status, too. They
check to see if they are
isingleo or #fi

There is a great deal of infor-
mation, including who is be-
coming friends with whom,
what schools attended, what
groups are supported, and
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what faith someone belongs
to. However, the deeper is-
sues of life are rarely revealed
here. Seldom do we find what
is going on beyond the FACE-
PAGE. Most of the real strug-
gle of everyday life is missed
all together. Most of the time it
would be more accurate to
have an acquaintance list as
opposed to a friendship list.

It made me start thinking. Do
we operate in the same way in
the church? We pass along
information. But we seldom
deal with the deeper issues we
are struggling with. Seldom
do we share our weaknesses
or ask for help. We smile,
with our face page glowing,
and talk of superficial details of
the life we live, without open-
ing the heart about eternal
matters or what is happening
in our life with Jesus.

Sometimes | thi
do the same thing with God as
well, to use my prayerpage to
keep Himeub bntwhak e
is going on in my life

but only at the most
shallow level. It

would be easy to
superficially keep in N
contact with Him without hav-
ing Him move too close into
my life. Without opening what
is really going on in my heart
of hearts.

Yes, God may have a divine
facebook that
gives an imme-

all that is hap-
pening. But God
has never been
content to just
be an acquaintance on the
facebook page of my life or to
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get occasional updates from
my account. ) ) .

Special points of interest:
| find that God has never set- 1 GAMENIGHT
tled for ritual, form and superfi-
cial relationships. He told His
people that He would not be
content with token sacrifices q
and lip service. He wants
something deeper than pro-
fessed loyalty.
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VERY IMPORTANT!

Do you use email?

Do you regularly check
your email?

Would read Family News
online?

If you answered yes to the
above, please email the
church office with your
correct email address.
sdachurch1007@

qwestoffice.net
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GSAS Alumni Homecoming Weekend

Once again, alumni and
friends proved their loyalty
to their alma mater. The
events of the weekend
were well-attended in spite
of some very cold and wet
weather.

Friday night vespers, Sab-
bath School and church

services, and the afternoon
concert by the Oregon Ad-
ventist Menos
help to create a highly spiri-
tual tone for the weekend.

cess them by going to the
school website,

gerhstate.org.

al |

Programs were live
streamed for the first time.
These services will be
archived and you may ac-

Game Night a Success!

Snack tabled
always the
place to be!

Close to 40 church family members and friends gathered at CAES
gym, Sabbath evening, March 20. If you have any doubts that fun was
the order of the evening, take a close look at
these pictures and note all the smiles.

The Wiley family helped close the Sabbath in
that comfortable wayd well-loved choruses
and favorite Bible verses, shared by both adult
and young Christians.

Volleyball.

The Adams family shoot-
ing hoops.

Grandmas playing Duck,
Duck, Goose, Goose and
the Cottonball Relay with
young participants.

And high fun at the game
tables. |
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Gem State Adventist Acadenily Peru Mission Trip

N ’

' , ’ In case you didndt know, a
R\ B / \ press, three of our church family youth and sev-

eral adults will have just completed a short-term

mission trip to Peru with others from Gem State

Adventist Academy. Many of you have been

following their experiences on Facebook. For

those of you who havenoét,

photos to whet your appetite for the May issue.

JaLynn Berglund Nicholas Edge
Junior Sophomore

In order to give
our kids a little
time to recuper-
ate, we are delay-
ing the report of
the Peru mission
trip until the May
Family News.

Located at Hwy. 55 and
Montana in Caldwell
For info: 459-1627 or
kdavies@gemstate.org
Iklinger@gemstate.org
sbergherm@gemstate.org

Junior

Soundwaves Play At Crystal Cathedral

Gem State Adventist The kids performed in Ely, On Sunday morning, they per-
Academyds pr e nmeedaath @rhnlunity cen- formed at the Crystal Cathe-
choir, Soundwaves, re- ter. Then, at a Methodist dral for both services. Atthe
cently completed an inten- church in San Luis Obispo, second service, they again
sive concert tour. CA, where they got a standing  received a standing ovation.
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ovation. The other performers there
that day were the group "Point
of Grace" and Mark Schultz,
both very well-known contem-
porary Christian recording
r - artists.
Travelling by bus, 13 stu-
dents, Ben Purvis, director;
Joel Okenga and Sandy
Schell, chaperones; and
Kendall Thomas, bus
driver, made possible nine
concerts in seven days.

~~~~

On Sabbath, they performed at
the Ventura SDA Church. We
went to the beach for a
picnic that afternoon and
got to hang out with the
Ventura Church members.
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(Continued on page 9)

ake a close look at the

on the sign.
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Caldwell Adventist Elementary School
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Loated at Linden and
Wisconsin in Caldwell,
For info: 459-4313 or
suzettem@cableone.net

e Py

- o
.

2010

April 11 & 12
Academy days at GSAA

April 126 17
6th gr. Outdoor School

April 146 16

8th grade trip to
California for fun and
learning

April 166 Clean-up Day

April 198 23
Spirit Week

April 23
Science Fair, 9-2 pm

April 25

Talent Show, 5 pm
Sponsored by Home and
School.

Dinner tickets: $5.00
Admission: $1.00

Talent provided by stu-
dents. Watch for more de-
tails and plan to attend.

April 26
Visitors Day, 8:30-12 pm

Info continued below:

April 30
School Picnic

Gracie Watson and
Sierra Driver on the class
Yellowstone trip. See page 5.

Miracle on Linden Streéat Worthy Student Benefit Auction, $2,100+

Take a very good look at
the pictures to the right.
They were shot on March
7, 2010, at the first annual
auction to benefit the CAES
worthy student fund. Note
all of the empty chairs.
Would you anticipate that
this small group would raise
$2,100 plus?

Members from local SDA
churchesd Homedale,
Caldwell, GSAA, and
Nampad CAES Staff, and a
lady in Weiser contributed
most of the items for sale.
In addition, a lot of the peo-
ple who donated were kind
enough to come and bid as
well.

Those that were
involved in the
auction gave so
much for our
school.

All money raised came
from the auction itself and
from food and drinks sold
that day. No large dona-
tions were received to
boost the total.

Box Tops for Education

A recent fABox
netted 842 box tops with-
grades 5 and 6 the top col-
lectors.

A check for $85 will be sent
to ADRA for Haiti relief,
thanks to a donor who was
rqa&ctbing th%agngugt of box
tops brought in.

0 an interested parent

Vicki Ringering, vice-principal and
pre-first teacher, holds up a dar-
ling baby quilt for bid. Volunteer
auctioneer Dennis Parks did a
great job auctioneering!

All $2,100 will

go to families

who need fi-

nancial assis-

tance. Thank
you to everyone who do-
nated items and helped
make our first auction a
huge success.

How many Boxtops
have you turned in?
|l t6s easy!

Clip, slip in a zip lock
and deposit in the
box at church.

I can only hope that
more people will
attend next year and

make it even bigger.
0 Amy Kluchesky
auction organizer

Continued from above,
Visitorbdos Day
This is the time to invite our
family and friends who
might be interested in en-
rolling their kindergartener
(age 5) or first grader.

A special program is
planned for our visitors and
lunch will be provided.

There will be no school for
Pre-1%, 1% and 2" graders.
CAES kindergartners are
expected to attend Mrs.
Shaner 6s
Day.
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